
 
Graffiti Abatement Team 

 
 Gang related graffiti has been on the rise in the city.  This causes great 
concern to us because many times gang graffiti leads to gang violence.  An 
effective tool to prevent the escalation into violence is to paint over graffiti as 
quickly as possible.  This is essential in the prevention of gang violence.  When 
graffiti appears on city property, our public works department does an excellent 
job of covering the graffiti within 24 hours.  Currently, a city ordinance requires 
private property owners to cover graffiti within 7 days.  The 7 day cover up 
requirement can be difficult for some private property owners.  To help with this 
issue, a group of concerned citizens is being formed to volunteer their time to 
paint over graffiti for private property owners.  The City has agreed to provide the 
paint and other supplies, now we need volunteers to paint over the graffiti.  Of 
course, the group will obtain consent prior to painting on private property.  The 
key is to cover the graffiti as quickly as possible even if the private property 
owner has to put the final touches on the wall or fence at a later time.  Similar 
programs in other communities have been very effective.  Once the police 
department learns of the graffiti and an officer investigates the matter we will 
contact the coordinator of this group to schedule painters.  If you are interested in 
joining this important group please contact Jeff Vandervort at 862-0547 or 
shoevort@sbcglobal.net 
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